
COUNCIL DECISION REQUEST 
 
 
SUBJECT: Contract Law Enforcement and Dispatch Services for the town of Star Valley   
         
 
MEETING DATE: June 22, 2006        CSP ITEM: Yes   No x  KRA#      
 
ITEM NO.:         TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:       
    
SUBMITTED BY: Gordon H. Gartner, 
Chief of Police       AMOUNT BUDGETED: N/A 
 
SUBMITTAL TO AGENDA  EXPENDITURE REQUIRED: N/A      
APPROVED BY TOWN MANAGER          
     CONT. FUNDING REQUIRED: N/A      
    
 
EXHIBITS (If Applicable, To Be Attached): Draft Law Enforcement Agreement      
     
 
        
RECOMMENDED MOTION 
I move to authorize the Mayor to sign an Intergovernmental Agreement to allow the Town of Payson to provide law 
enforcement services to the Town of Star Valley for a period of one year, beginning on July 1, 2006, with the 
understanding that the Town of Star Valley will pay the Town of Payson $100,000 for this service, subject to Town 
Attorney approval of the agreement.    
 
 
SUMMARY OF THE BASIS FOR RECOMMENDED MOTION:   
Payson has been approached by the Town of Star Valley to submit a cost to provide law enforcement services to the 
Town of Star Valley.  The Gila County Sheriff’s office has been providing law enforcement services to Star Valley 
prior to and since their incorporation. The Sheriff’s office service will come to an end on July 1, 2006 absent an 
agreement with Star Valley. The Sheriff, like many agencies throughout the State is experiencing a staffing shortage 
and may struggle to provide coverage to Star Valley. The new Town of Star Valley is in the infant stage in their 
development and it would be the neighborly thing to do to help them with this service pending other arrangements or 
the formation of their own police department.  
 
 
PROS:  

• This agreement will help to solidify the relationship between the communities of Star Valley and Payson. 
• We will generate an additional $100,000 in revenues, which can be used to assist us with personnel needs. 
• The Payson Police Department does spend some time in Star Valley assisting the Sheriff’s office (they also 

assist us in Town); this agreement will allow us to recoup some of our cost. 
 

 
CONS:  

• The added call load and physical area will create additional burdens on the Payson Police Department. 
• The Payson Police Department will be required to provide service to the areas of Lion Springs and Diamond 

Point, which with limited staffing will slow down our response time to these areas as well as in Payson. Our 



COUNCIL DECISION REQUEST 
standard is a 5-minute response time to Priority 1 calls for service, which will be increased. Note: 2005 
Priority 1 response time were 6:28 and thus far in 2006 it is 5:20. 

• The Sheriff’s office reported 115 calls for service since January 1, 2006 in the town of Star Valley; they have 
no data prior to this date. The historical information regarding the workload for Star Valley is limited and the 
cost for law enforcement services, based on an objective analysis, is difficult to ascertain. I do believe the 
$100,000 proposal is an exceptional deal for Star Valley. 

• Payson Police Officers have a limited understanding of the terrain and addressing system in Star Valley, 
which has many dirt roads and few street lights. This is not an insurmountable issue but does need to be 
mentioned. 

• The Payson Police Department will need to create a separate records management system for the Town of Star 
Valley in order to provide accurate reports on crime data. 

 
 
PUBLIC INPUT (if any):       
 
BOARD/COMMITTEE/COMMISSION ACTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS (if any) (give dates and attach 
minutes):       
  
 

                                                                                  
                                                                                          
 
 

 
                                     
 
 










