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514 W. Main Street






Payson, Arizona  85541






Ph: (928)474-4876 

    Fax: (928)474-6054

    Thrift Store (928)474-3205



March 11, 2012
Town of Payson

Mayor and Council Members

303 N Beeline HWY

Payson  AZ  85541

RE:  Request  for a Community Development Block Grant For Kitchen Equipment Replacement &Upgrade for The Payson Senior Center

Dear: 
 Mayor Kenny Evans,    Council Member Ed Blair,    Council Member Fred Carpenter,

       
 Council Member Su Connell,    Council Member Richard Croy,   

           
 Council Member Michael Hughes, and  Council Member John Wilson,
Please accept this letter as a formal request for the replacement of equipment and certain upgrades for the Payson Senior Center kitchen through a CDBG Grant.

The Payson Senior Center currently serves between 160 to 200 meals a day to seniors and homebound.  Approximately 45% of our funding comes from government agencies, the balance comes from donations, our Thrift Store and grants.  It is important that the Senior Center not only seeks out funding sources but looks at ways to continually reduce cost so that we can continue our current services without reducing the quality of our services.

Most of our kitchen equipment is very old , is not energy efficient and labor efficient.  The following is a list of equipment that needs replacement:
The walk-in refrigerator/freezer is 24 years old.  It is 150 square feet.  We are looking at a larger, energy efficient walk-in refrigerator/freezer that will be 200 square feet.  This will allow us to discontinue use of 2 freezers we currently need for storage.  We will save electricity and gain space so that we can buy bulk.

The dishwasher is 13 years old. Our kitchen help has to really clean the dishes before they run through dishwasher and often times we have to run the dishes through again. A new dishwasher system will save labor, water and electricity.
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The hot water heater is 6 years old and is a residential unit.  This piece of equipment works very hard and it is no longer energy efficient.  This will be replaced with a commercial unit.
The food mixer no longer meets our needs; it is too small.  Our chef has to make 2 or 3 batches of a recipe instead of just making one batch.  This takes time away from doing other food preparation and it can delay getting the meals on wheels out timely in the morning.
 The fire doors and fire curtain are safety and security upgrades.  In the event of a kitchen fire, it will allow us more time to get our seniors out of the dining area.  We are prepared to exit quickly and have fire drills but every minute counts in a fire and we would like some time on our side.  The fire curtain will secure our kitchen and this is very useful when our kitchen group is not on duty.
Our current dishware needs to be replaced and we need to  add some small kitchen equipment and tools.
Our request is divided into urgent replacements that total $65,000 and hopeful upgrades of 
$22,000 for a total request of $87,000.
We thank you for your consideration in this CDBG Grant request.

Sincere regards,

Joanne Conlin
Director
