
 
MEMO 

 
TO:  Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
FROM: Sheila DeSchaaf, AICP 
  Zoning Administrator 
 
DATE:  June 11, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Unified Development Code Amendment; Section 15-05  
  Sign Code Amendments                           P12-003 
 
Background 
At the May 7, 2012 Town of Payson Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, the Commission 
directed staff to draft language amending the temporary portable sign provisions eliminating the 
restriction on the number of days per week that portable signs could be displayed (currently allowed 
only Wednesday through Monday).  
 
Analysis 
In the adopting ordinance it would be noted that the repeal/amendment was temporary until a 
predetermined date and that the P&Z should review the amendment and make a recommendation as to 
whether or not it should be extended. 
 
The proposed amendment to the Unified Development Code Section 15-05-005C is as follows;   

7. Temporary Portable Signs. 
            a.         Temporary Portable Signs may be placed in the unimproved portion of the Town’s 
Right of Way or on private property with the permission of the property owner, lessee, or other person 
lawfully in control of the property with the following restrictions: 
                        i.         Only one such sign per person or establishment is allowed, 
                        ii.          Such signs may only be placed in commercially zoned areas, AND 
                        iii.         Such signs may only be displayed Wednesday through Monday of each week, 
and [Note: On _____, 2012 the Town Council temporarily repealed this subsection through June 30, 
2014.] 
                        iv.         Such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in size. 

Motion 
If the Commission supports the proposed revisions, an acceptable motion could be: 
 

“I move the Planning and Zoning Commission recommend to the Town Council approval of 
P12-003, an amendment to the Unified Development Code Provisions concerning the display period 
for Temporary Portable Signs as outlined in the staff report.” 
 
 
Attachment(s): Copy of May 7, 2012 memo to the Planning & Zoning Commission 



 
MEMO 

 
TO:  Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
FROM: Sheila DeSchaaf, AICP 
  Zoning Administrator 
 
DATE:  May 7, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Unified Development Code Amendment; Section 15-05  
  Sign Code Amendments                           P12-003 
 
Background 
At the April 5, 2012 Town of Payson Council meeting the Council directed staff to work with the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to explore options for amending the sign code, based upon the 
concerns or issues that were presented during that meeting. 
 
Analysis 
The concerns expressed by various members of the Council have been summarized below: 

- Lack of clarity of the temporary sign provisions 
- Portable signs are not allowed to be displayed on Tuesdays 
- Businesses felt policies are not being equally enforced across the community 
- Policing temporary signs is a waste of staff time, active enforcement not favored 
- At least one member was opposed to any changes involving billboards 
- Desire to explore animated signage regulations, LEDs 
- Limits on window signage 
- Need for all businesses to have identification on the building, even if maximum signage 

allowance is exceeded 
- Provisions to look at allowing exceptions to code in certain cases 
- Concern over the aesthetic impact was a big issue when temporary sign provisions were 

originally created (portable and directional signs were not allowed prior to 2007) 
- Must find a “balance” between restrictions and the need for economic development 
- Political signage consistent with new state law 
- Flag signs 
- Sign walkers 

 
Based upon Council’s discussion along with feedback that staff commonly receives from the 
community, staff recommends the Commission focus discussions and recommendations on the 
following three areas; eliminate the 6 days/week restriction on portable signs, revisit banner 
requirements, and reconsider animated/automated/electronic signage provisions. 
 
 
Attachment(s): A copy of the Council Decision Request dated April 5, 2012 and supporting exhibits 
are attached. 










































































