MEMO

TO: Planning and Zoning Commission
FROM: Sheila DeSchaaf, AICP
Planning & Development Director
DATE: September 21, 2015
SUBJECT: Unified Development Code Amendment P15-009

Amendment to allow the keeping of chickens on properties less than 1.0 acre

Background:
This proposal is to amend the following provisions contained in Section 154-02-004, Residential

Districts, of the Unified Development Code (UDC):

CURRENT: Section 154-02-004B.3: _
“Livestock and poultry are permitted if they do not create a nuisance, are in
conformance to this Code, and are kept in accordance with the following:
a. A minimum of 1.0 acres of land shall be required for maintenance of livestock
or poultry.”

Through this amendment property owners within the Town of Payson would have the ability to keep a
limited number of poultry hens in their residential backyard area even if the property is less than one
acre in size. The keeping of roosters would still require a minimum of one acre.

Analysis:
Exhibit A to this memo outlines the proposed amendment to the Unified Development Code, prepared

by staff that would facilitate the keeping of a limited number of backyard poultry hens in an acceptable
manner on all residential properties regardless of size, if separation requirements could be met.

Attached Exhibit B is an article from the August/September 2009 issue of Planning, the magazine of the
American Planning Association on this topic. Many communities that have adopted zoning regulations
that allow ecologically sustainable practices such as community gardens and the keeping of poultry are
listed in this article. In addition to the communities named, staff researched a number of communities in
Arizona, and found that the cities of Gilbert, Chandler, Phoenix and Prescott all allow poultry hens on
properties that are less than one acre in size.

In 2010, this same amendment was proposed. However, at that time there was insufficient support for
the change. As evidenced by the attached signatures in Exhibit C there has been a renewed interest by
residents to bring the amendment forward for a second look. There has also been concern expressed over
the ability (or potential inability) of feed stores and aspiring pouliry owners to discern the difference




between male and female chicks. This concerned at least one resident who provided Exhibit D and felt
that residents could unwittingly wind up with male poultry. If they are prohibited on properties under an
acre in size then how would residents and the Town resolve the issues that may arise from the possibility
of unwanted roosters? Staff contacted one of the feed stores within the Town of Payson to find out
additional information about the sale of chicks. That store advised that the suppliers for the chicks sold
in retail establishments generally provide an 85% guarantee that the chicks are female. In this particular
feed store the variety they primarily sell are backed by a 95% guarantee. The store did confirm a “no-
return” policy is in effect for live animals. Therefore, roosters cannot be returned or exchanged, but are
commonly in demand by their customers who raise poultry for meat.

Staff Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment to the current code standards as the proposed
allowance for keeping of chickens is a sustainable practice that could be an acceptable accessory use of
residential properties under the stated parameters.

Suggested Motion to recommend APPROVAL:
If the Commission agrees with the listed revisions, a possible motion could be:

“I move the Planning and Zoning Commission recommend to the Town Council approval of
P15-009, an amendment to the Unified Development Code, Section 154-02-004, Residential
Districts” by amending Section 154-02-004B.3 as attached hereto as Exhibit A.”




EXHIBIT "A"

3. Livestock and poultry are permitted ACCESSORY USES if they do not create a
nuisance, are in conformance to this Code, and are kept in accordance with the
following:

a. A minimum of 1.0 acres of land shall be required for maintenance of livestock er -
poultry; or ROOSTER;

b. A total of two livestock may be maintained on the first acre, and up to one additional
livestock for each additional one-half acre;

c. No livestock or poultry shall be permitted in any front yard, nor shall any horses or
other livestock be maintained closer than 75 feet from any residential unit on another
lot. Where an adjacent residential lot is not currently developed, the required
setbacks ON THE ADJACENT PROPERTY shall be used to determine the potential
placement of housing, ANIMALS, ANIMAL ENCLOSURES, CORRALS, ETC., to
ensure the 75 foot separation from horses, other livestock and peuitry ROOSTERS.

d. A MAXIMUM OF TEN POULTRY HENS KEPT ONLY WITHIN AN ENCLOSURE
OR FENCED AREA SHALL BE ALLOWED ON ALL RESIDENTIAL LOTS,
REGARDLESS OF LOT SIZE.

e. DURING NON-DAYLIGHT HOURS ALL POULTRY SHALL BE CONFINED TO A
HENHOUSE.

f. POULTRY SHALL BE KEPT, HOUSED, OR OTHERWISE MAINTAINED A
MINIMUM OF TWENTY-FIVE FEET FROM ANY MINIMUM SETBACK LINE ON AN
ADJACENT PROPERTY. MINIMUM SEPARATION REQUIREMENTS MAY BE
WAIVED WITH WRITTEN AGREEMENT FROM AFFECTED ADJACENT
PROPERTY OWNER(S).

- gé. The keeping of all animals shall be subject to the regulations and conditions of the
Gila County Health Department and the Town of Payson Animal Control Division.

he. The keeping of dangerous, wild or non-domestic animals is prohibited.

if. For the purposes of this subsection, the area comprising an adjoining roadway that
has been dedicated to, and accepted by, the Town pursuant to the 2003 Payson Dirt
Road Improvement Project shall be included when determining the area of any land.
*92 ,

4. Keeping of poultry, exotic birds or other animals shall be permitted in accordance with
the “Table of Residential District Uses”, in this Code, and Gila County Health
Department standards, and shall be kept in such a manner as to not create a nuisance,
nor disturb the character, as defined by this Code, of a residential area. Exotic animals
shall be kept in such a manner to prevent any audible, physical, or other disturbance of
neighbors.

DEFINITION (TO BE ADDED)

HENHOUSE: AN ENCLOSURE USED TO KEEP POULTRY FOR PERSONAL USE
ON A RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY, WHICH IS IMPERMIABLE TO PREDATORS
INCLUDING DOGS AND CATS, AND IS KEPT SUPPLIED WITH CLEAN WATER AT
ALL TIMES.




EXHIBIT "B"

American Planaing Assachaton  dhalking Sregr Comenunizes Hoppen

Planning — August/September 2009

What's Fowl Is Fair

By Annemarie Mannion

Just a block from the busy Eisenhower Expressway in Chicago, two hens cluck softly as they peck for
bits of rice in a grassy yard behind a small frame house on the city's West Side. The hens, named
Clucky and Lucky, inhabit a coop at the rear of the yard — something that is making a reappearance
nationwide. People in cities and suburbs are interested in raising backyard chickens, and communities
are responding by preparing new ordinances to accommodate them.

"I wanted to have fresh eggs, but I also wanted to have the experience of raising animals that are
part of the food stream,” says the Chicago hens' owner, Kristen Lehner. The Lehners are not alone in
this, of course. The city of Chicago allows residents to keep backyard coops, so long as the animals
five in a separate dwelling.

Just within the last year, communities such as Fort Collins and Longmont, Colorado; South Portland,
Maine; Bloomington, Indiana; and Brainerd, Minnesota, have approved ordinances allowing residents
to keep chickens. Ben Ortiz, a city planner in Longmont (pop. 85,000), says his community had long
allowed chickens in agricultural zones. A new ordinance approved in January lets residents keep up to
four chickens in residential districts.

In preparing the ordinance, Ortiz surveyed chicken laws in 14 other communities in Colorado and in
Madison, Wisconsin, and Oakland, California, among other places. "There really wasn't any
consistency in how they're regulated,” Ortiz says. "Some define them as fowl, some as pets. Some
banned them outright. Some were really liberal and allowed up to 15 in every residential district."

In crafting the Longmont ordinance, Ortiz sought

L input from other city departments, including

. building inspection and animal control, because any
new law would have affected them. The Longmont
ordinance requires that a coop be at least six feet
from the principal dwelling or any other structure
and at [east six feet from the rear or side property
line.

"We have a code provision that any accessory,
detached structure has to be six feet from the
principal structure," Ortiz says. "We do that for fire
protection. So we said, 'Let's keep it consistent so
¥ that it's easy to enforce.™

Longmont's new law also requires coops to have a
solid roof and to be no taller than seven feet high. It
imits the size of coops and runs to 120 square feet.
¢ Roosters are banned because they're noisemakers,
and chicken slaughtering is prohibited.

¥ Concerns about disease were unfounded, according
o the Ortiz's study, but a poultry expert at Utah
State University says caution is needed. "Improper
composting or storage may create excessive odor
and fly problems," David Frame warned in a
university press release. "Also beware of rodents, as
they like chicken feed, especially in moist areas.”

While Longmont has been focused on the issue of backyard chickens, other communities are taking a
broader look at urban farming. "We want to promote urban agriculture," says Eden Dabbs,
communications specialist for the city's Bureau of Planning and Sustainability. "We're looking at how
people can grow their own food as a way of promoting health and to reduce vehicle miles that are
traveled to get food."

Portland residents are allowed to have up to three hens without a permit, but they must be kept at
least 50 feet from neighboring dwellings. Because of its role in ensuring health and safety,
Multnomah County regulates chickens in Portland.




Amanda Rhoads, a planner with the city, has a permit to keep five chickens. Just as urban chicken
keeping has taken flight recently, Rhoads says she expects to see more residents asking to keep
other forms of livestock in urban settings.

“"We already allow pygmy goats,"” she says. "People like their fresh milk, There is so much interest in
this, I think we'll see it expand (beyond chickens) to other large animals.”

"I think this is more than a fad," says Ortiz.
Annemarie Mannion is a Chicago-based writer.

Resources
Images: Kristen Lehner — and her friends Clucky and Lucky — are part of a new urban chicken
movement. Photo Annemarie Mannion.

©Copyright 2010 American Planning Association All Rights Reserved




EXHIBIT «C”

I PAYSON PET CARE
VETERINARY CLINIC

1010 North Beeline Hwy Payson, Arizona 85541
(928) 474-8387 (474-VETS) fax(928)472-9610

ACCREDITED

The Standard of
Veterinary Excellence

@ . RECEIVED

July 15, 2015

The Honorable Fred Carpenter JUL 2 2 2015
303 N. Beeline Hwy. TOWN CLERK
Payson, AZ 85541 TOWN OF PAYSON

Councilman Carpenter,

Enclosed please find a petition holding more than 350 signatures from residents of Payson over the age

- of 18 who would like to allow the keeping of pet and hobby poultry within the Town of Payson without
acreage restrictions. We would like to ask you to sponsor, or at least support, a change to the Town
zoning code to allow the keeping of small flocks of hobby poultry within the Town without acreage
restfictions.

~Across.the country and certainly within our beautiful town, chickens have become mainstream pets as
much as dogs and cats. You will see that the signatures on the petition are not from a few “activists,”
but rather from many local leaders and influential people in our community, including professional such
a,s_d‘_d,(':‘fc'ér:s, pharmacists, teachers, realtors, coaches, police officers, firefighters business owners, even
the former CEO of the Rim Country Chamber of Commerce.

As you can see the idea of allowing backyard poultry is very popular. If | had allowed Star Valley and
other surrounding area residents to sign, | could have easily procured two to three times as many
signatures. | wanted to limit the signatures only to your constituents.

-In my collection of signatures, | had only one (1) person decline to sign the petition, and that was not
because she disagreed, but because she did not want to become “politically involved.” She did agree
that chickens should be allowed. I share this story to demonstrate the overwhelming favorable
consensus in the community.

This proposé! also has the support of Sheila DeShaff and the Town of Payson Planning and Zoning
department. Again, Please sponsor or at least support a change to the Town zoning code to allow the
keeping of small flocks of hobby poultry within the Town without acreage restrictions.

Thank yo‘u for your s'upport,

hidra Snyder DVM
1100 E. Alpine Drive
Payson, AZ 85541
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chickens
Payson Residents ONLY
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chickens
~ Payson Residents ONLY
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chickens / :'0
Payson Residents ONLY '

We the undersxgned are in favor of allowing residents of Payson, AZ to keep
pet and hobby chickens on their property.
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chickens
Payson Residents ONLY

We the undersigned are in favor of allowing residents of Payson, AZ to keep
pet and hobby chickens on their property.
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hebby ch;ckens ] L
Payson Residents ONLY
We the undersigned are in favor of allowing residents of Payson, AZ to keep
pet and hobby chickens on their property.
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chickens
***Payson Residents ONLY***
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and hobby chick

Payson Residents ONLY
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Petition to the Town of Payson, AZ to allow pet and ho

Signatura

~

Payson Residents ONLY

We the uridersigned are in favor of allowing residents of Payson, AZ to keep
pet and hobby chickens on their property.
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EXHIBIT “D”

Sexing Day-Old Chicks: How to Identify
Pullets and Cockerels

Depending on the breed of your chicks, there are four ways to reliably separate the males from the
females.

May/June 1974
http://www.motherearthnews.com/homesteading-and-livestock/sexing-day-old-chicks-
zmaz74zhol.aspx

By Beth Robinson Bosk

y TOP. Open vent. The interior border is rolled back and genitalia is
exposed. Chick is a pullet (no bulb protrudes at lower brim). ABOVE:
Whoops! Chick defecates as author spreads vent.

SIERRA

Although J. Mulder and O. Wollan (January/February 1974) swear that they raised 23 pullets from
23 eggs by comparing the shape of their hen fruit (according to them, eggs that eventually hatch into
pullets are more oval than the pointy eggs that eventually hatch out as cockerels) . . . other chicken
raisers disagree — sometimes most emphatically — with this bit of barnyard wisdom.

"The fact is," says Veronica Waters (of Wellton, Arizona), "that one hen will lay an egg of almost
identical shape every day. This shape also differs from one breed to another. Therefore, the egg's
form cannot indicate the sex of the chick it will produce. If it did, all the layings of a particular




" fowl—or of a particular breed or strain—would be of one sex. Common sense, or any familiarity
with chickens, will tell you that this is not so."

So there you have it: both sides of The Controversy. Some say that you can sex chickens by the
shape of the eggs from which they'll hatch . . . some say you can't.

Beth Bosk, on the other hand, says, "To heck with the whole argument. The only way to really sex
chickens is to let them hatch first . . . and then sort the males from the females."

There are several ways to do this picking and choosing (some are considered by professional
chicken sexers to be closely guarded trade secrets) . . . and Beth has doen a sterling job of ferreting
them out. As nearly as we can make out, some of the information in the following article has never
appeared in print in a general interest magazine — or even a specialized trade publication —
before.

Vent Sorting

Lyle Scheline is a professional chicken sexer, an expert of 22 years' experience. On hatch days he
shows up at the A & M Hatchery, rolls up his white shirt sleeves and stands at a wood table under a
suspended light.

Box after box of hatchlings (some but an hour old) are brought in and placed before Lyle at waist
level. Over and over he scoops up a chick with his left hand, expels its droppings with a squeeze of
his thumb, opens its vent with his fingers, peers through the magnifying lenses attached to his
spectacles and determines its sex. Then he deposits the tiny bird in one of two bins. Two thousand
vent sexes and a good day's work later, his hands and his shirt front are still immaculate. And if you
buy sexed chicks from Lyle's employer, the sort is guaranteed 95 percent accurate.

In slow motion, here's how Scheline separates those chicks.

There are three cardboard boxes on the table: one in front of Lyle (full of unsorted hatchlings) and
the pullet and cockerel bins to right and left. Each container is divided into four compartments to
buffer the shock of long-distance travel when the young birds are shipped the next day. A milk
carton, its top removed and two adjoining sides cut down halfway, stands behind the "unsorted"
container with the low sides angled to face front.

With his left hand Lyle scoops up a chick, catching its neck between his middle and ring fingers and
its legs between his ring finger and pinky. In one swoop the ball of fuzz is perfectly balanced and
duck-tailed rump up.

In chickens — as in other birds — the intestinal and genitourinary tracts both empty into a common
cavity known as the cloaca. Before this area can be examined, the chick has to be evacuated (rid of
the blob of umbilical dinner that remains in its lower intestine). Lyle holds the chick toward the milk
carton and squeezes its lower abdomen once with his left thumb. A small amount of feces squirts
into the container, and Scheline finishes the job quickly before another mess erupts.




The chick — still held in the same grasp — is raised close to Lyle's face, and his left thumb presses
the left edge of the vent up and over so that the interior border is turned toward the bird's neck and
secured in that position. A fraction of a second later, Scheline's right thumb and first finger spread
apart the other half of the orifice. The margin is folded down toward the abdomen and held there
with a firm pinch. The aperture is then fully open (wide from back to belly, narrower thigh to thigh)
and it's possible to peer inside. Some sorters use the right index finger to test the tissues for
elasticity. Lyle, however, depends entirely on making a visual check with his eyes.

Vent sexing is based on the fact that the hatchling cockerel has a rudimentary sex organ called the
"male process" . . . a very small, glossy, transparent bulb that protrudes from amid the second of
three cloacal folds inside the cavity. The structure is independent of the surrounding tissues and
pokes out almost as far as the vent opening when the border is pushed down far enough for
examination. If you're not farsighted, you can see the process with the naked eye. In contrast, the
typical female chick has a shallow depression — or just a trace of swelling — at the same site.

So far, so good . . . but here's the catch: One day-old cockerel out of five isn't so distinctly
characterized. He has a smaller bulb, a flat bulb, a bulb that protrudes downward instead of up or a
grooved bulb that looks more like a fold than a male process.

More confusing still, 40 percent of day-old pullets have organs that resemble those of the males.
This happens because embryos of both sexes start out with male-like bumps. In the majority of
females, the process begins to shrink by the second week of incubation and has vanished by
hatching time. Not so, however, with two pullets out of five. Their lingering protuberances are
usually smaller than cockerels', but are sometimes as large as the average male bulb,

As the female grows older, the process will continue to regress . . . just as the questionable male
organs will extend and grow larger. But you can't wait more than a day or two to vent sex a chick. It
has to be done before the youngster eats and thus distends its lower alimentary tract.

Fortunately, the trained eye can still discern differences between the true male process and the
female protuberance at hatch. The cockerel's organ (whether regular, small, flat or divided) consists
of compact, lustrous tissue that continues to hold its shape when exposed. The female bulb — even
a large one — is less conspicuous and lacks sheen and elasticity. When the vent is spread apart and
the process revealed, the pullet's bump doesn't hold but fades away in seconds. If the bulge is
touched, it will depress.

Accordingly, when Lyle sees a shiny bulb-shaped process protrude to the vent's lower edge and stay
put, he plops the chick into the cockerel bin. And if the same area bears a shallow depression, just a
trace of dull protuberance or a larger bulb that fades away, he plunks the bird — with a somewhat
wider smile — into the pullet container. The occasional case he's unsure of goes back into the
unsorted box to be examined again later. The cloacal folds rearrange in the meantime, and the
process becomes easier to sex.

Lyle Scheline's large, blunt fingers and make-light-of-it modesty belie the definess and coordination
necessary for his fast, decisive skill. Undoubtedly, though, vent sexing does take a knack. The sorter
must be firm and gentle simultaneously: If the chick is held too tightly, it will weaken and later die.




Lyle knows sexers who work a third again as fast as he does — employing a different hand scoop
— but their hatchlings don't always survive. Yet you can't be too queasy about hurting the little
birds, or you'll never get their vents open far enough to expose the phallus and will end up trying to
make guesses about the upper cloacal folds.

Speed is important too. If you're not swift about completing the check — or if you press down on
the lower part of the abdomen as you pinch back the right edge of the vent — another glob of feces
will erupt and coat the cavity. When that happens, you blot the area.

Nevertheless, I'd say that any nimble-fingered homesteader could vent sex a good 75 percent of his
day-old chicks, without an instructed apprenticeship, just by knowing what to look for and how to
spread the aperture. (The other 25 percent of discriminations probably do take a tutored eye.)

If you want to learn the art, it's best to put your fingers through the motions of hand scoop and vent
spread before you try to sex a live bird. Dime stores carry little rubber replica chicks intended as
babies' bathtub toys. Buy one, magic-marker a small circle at the appropriate place and practice.

As anovice chicken sexer myself, I find that the most difficult manipulation of the technique is
evacuation of the chick with the left thumb. Only rarely do I find that exact spot on the lower belly

which relaxes the sphincter when pushed. What I do instead is sex my hatchlings over a large
laundry tub.

The problem is that if the chick isn't evacuated beforehand, the feces seep into the cavity as you
spread the vent apart. This isn't the clean-cut eruption the thumb press effects: It drips, I blot . . . it
squirts, I blot . . . and again, until the aperture is clean and I can peer in. This procedure takes more
time and is certainly messier, but it works. When I'm done, the toilet paper goes in the wastepaper
basket and I turn on the tub faucet and flush the rest of the droppings down the drain.

Down Color Sorting

Not all chicks have to be vent sexed: A variety of crossbreeds can be sorted out by the color and
markings of their down. In these cases the juvenile coloring is a sex-linked characteristic . . . that is,
the pullets' coloration is determined by mama's gene, the cockerels' by pa's. The most important
factor to remember about these pairings is that the method doesn't hold if the breeds of hen and
rooster are switched.

1.Gold breed roosters mated to silver and penciled breed hens produce buff or red females and
cream, white or smoky males. Either sex may or may not show narrow striping,

Gold breed roosters include Rhode Island Reds and the buff varieties of the following breeds:
Leghorn, Minorca, Wyandotte, Plymouth Rock and Cochin.

Silver and penciled hens include; White Wyandotte, Columbian Wyandotte, Silver-laced
Wyandotte, Silver-penciled Wyandotte, Columbian Plymouth Rock, Silver-penciled Plymouth
Rock, Light Sussex, Light Brahma and Dark Brahma.




In acidition, Brown Leghorn, Partridge Wyandotte, Partridge Plymouth Rock and Golden-laced
Wyandotte roosters can be crossed with Columbian Wyandotte, Columbian Plymouth Rock, Light
Sussex and Light Brahma Aens to produce chicks with the same sex-linked distinctions.

2.Barred Rock hens crossed with any brown-head rooster, or with any black or buff variety, produce
black males with white head spots and yellow beaks, shanks and toes. The female chicks are all
black above with dark beaks, shanks and toes. The same offspring results from the crossing of a
Barred Rock hen and any recessive white rooster —White Wyandotte, Langshan, Minorca or
Dorking—with the exception of the recessive White Plymouth Rock.

Incidentally, three "pure" or standard breeds produce chicks that can sometimes be sorted on the

~ basis of their down markings. One of these is the Barred Rock . . . hatchlings with yellow head spots
are males. Both sexes of New Hampshire and Buff Orpington chicks generally hatch totally buff.
Some, however, have a black head spot and are pullets. Others may have off-white streaks through
the buff down at the upper wing joints (shoulders), and these are cockerels. The male marking is
more common than the female, but is also more difficult to detect.

Before Lyle overhauls a box of buffs, he "sight-sexes" them quickly for markings. The darkest buff
chicks tend to be males, but — since that isn't always true — each hatchling of that color goes
through the vent check.

Wing Feather Sprout Pattern Sorting

The A & M Hatchery, like others, stocks two popular hybrid chickens — the meaty Cornish White
Rocks and the super layers known as Hi-Line White Leghorns — that have been specially
developed to allow sexing from the pattern made by the feather sprouts on their wing tips at hatch.

Two chicks at a time, one wing in each hand, Lyle spreads out the wing tips with his fingers and
reads the code . . . which is just as regular as visual Morse. If the bird is a cockerel, the feather
sprouts are all the same length and make a tall, straight bow line. A pullet, in contrast, shows an
alternating tall boxshort box pattern.

Sorting by Occurance of Wing Feathers

Sorting on the basis of sprout patterns is possible only for chicks of specially selected hybrid stock .
. . and carefully controlled liaisons aren't characteristic of the casual homestead chicken yard, There
is, however, another wing-feather sort that any fumble-fingered back-to-the-lander can employ to
sex his own brood. This is the simplest and easiest non-vent system, and also the one that can be
used with the widest variety of flocks. Here's how it works:

Any Mediterranean breed rooster (all varieties of Minorca, Leghorn, Spanish, Andalusian, Ancona
and Buttercup) let loose with any American breed, Asiatic breed or English Orpington hen (includes
all varieties of Plymouth Rock, Wyandotte, Java, Dominique, Rhode Island Red, Rhode Island
White, Buckeye, Chantecler, Jersey Black Giant, Lamona, New Hampshire, Brahma, Cochin,




Langshan and the Orpingtons) produces pullets that hatch out with their wing feathers well
developed and clearly in sight. By the end of the first week, the small female chick even has a squirt
of tail. Cockerels hatch out either with no wing feathers or with just a touch of sprout at the tip. You
have about a week and a half to make the distinction . . . the rate of feathering evens up after that
time.

A Note of Thanks: I've found chicken sexing (even at the novice level) a great convenience in
managing my own flock, and I'm glad to have learned the skill . . . especially after two years of
searching for a hatchery that would let me watch a professional sorter at work. I'd like to express my
gratitude to Robert Atkins, owner-operator of the A & M Hatchery in Santa Rosa, California. And
my deepest appreciation goes to Lyle Scheline, who slowed down long enough to teach me finger
by finger.




