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Dear Media,


It is with very special anticipation that we look forward to the 20th edition of the Annual Loggers Sawdust Festival held in Payson, Arizona. This event consists of 2 action packed days of competition followed by an awards presentation, where the participant with the greatest over all point total will win the coveted “Logger of the Year” Award. 
On June 5 & 6, 2010, the Town of Payson, Arizona - in coordination with the Rim Country Regional Chamber of Commerce will offer a first-class logging competition, located in the beautiful Rim Country of Arizona.  Payson is surrounded by the largest stand of Ponderosa Pine Forest in the world and lends itself to this type of event because of its rich logging heritage. The Payson Loggers Sawdust Festival draws crowds from all over Arizona and the greater Southwest region.  Our goal is to position this event as the best logging competition on the West Coast.
The venue for this event will take place at the Payson Multi Event Center, located at the south end of Town directly across the street from the Mazatzal Hotel and Casino.  Payson has many hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts and other lodging options for visitors coming to see this event.  Payson also offers visitors a wide variety of restaurants, antique shops, access to hiking and mountain biking trails, scenic day trips, historical sites and much more.
We are pleased to invite you to participate with us in this exciting event and hope that you will help us get the word out concerning this fun family oriented event.
Sincerely,


Bill Neal
Payson Arizona Loggers Sawdust Festival
Committe Chairman


Cameron Davis
Director - Town of Payson Office of Tourism





     EVENT INTRODUCTION

The Payson Arizona Loggers Sawdust Festival is a series of competitions where the athletes compete in the use of axes and saws in manners typical for lumberjacks. It was founded in 1975, and grew in popularity as one of the premier events in Payson.  The Logger Sawdust Festivals’ popularity is due in large part to the fact that Payson has a rich logging heritage.  In more recent years due in large part to major media coverage of the STIHL Timbersports Series that can been seen on ESPN, the sport is making a major comeback.     The long-term goal of the Payson Sawdust Festival is to become the premier Logger Festival in the Southwest as well as up and down the West Coast.  Due to Payson’s central location in the State of Arizona, bordering the largest stand of Ponderosa Pine forest in the world, and the past history of this event, it is very conceivable we can achieve this goal.  Contestants will have their accuracy, speed and endurance tested through a rigorous group of events.  The contest will consist of 28 separate events that replicate many of the logging practices within the logging industry, utilizing saws, axes, gear and sweat to provide lumber and fuel for the earlier settlers of the region.  Each day will have 28 events, with points awarded for each event.  The events have their own cash prizes, and the points are used to determine the “Logger of the Year”.  In addition, children’s activities are incorporated to make the Festival a fun family-oriented event.
     EVENT HISTORY
Due in large part to Keith and Kerm Owens who started Owens Brothers Lumber in 1934 and then sold the mill to Whiting Brothers which became known as Kaibab Industries, Payson was a leader in the logging industry up until the mill was closed in 1994.  Vertielie Floyd conducted the first meeting in preparation of the logging and safety contest and in 1975 the first Sawdust Festival was staged in Rumsey Park among the backdrop of the ancient ponderosa pines.  The very first logger of the year award went to Ron Smith.  The award was then, and is now given in the memory of Reid Smith.  Reid Smith was the operations manager for Kaibab Industries.  In 1984 the Payson Sawdust Festival, was proclaimed as the first Annual State Logger Championship.  The Sawdust Festival grew in popularity and thousands of spectators and hundreds of competitors would descend on Payson each year to watch and participate in this annual event.  An average crowd during its is around 2,500 people per day.   The economic stimulus to the surrounding communities continued to substantially increase each year. 
In 1975 the first Sawdust Festival took place at the old rodeo grounds that were located in the very pristine landscape of Rumsey Park.  The proposed new location of the event will be at Payson’s Multi-Event Center located at the south entrance to the Town.  This new venue offers fantastic views of the surrounding Mogollon rim, a 2,000 foot, 200 mile long escarpment.  

Kaibab Industries set up one of the states first permanent sawmills in Payson back in 1942.  Vertielle Floyd and her late husband J.W., a logger, started a family not long after that.  They also started the loggers’ festival, partly as an excuse for their logging friends to have fun and partly to stage an event that celebrated Payson’s logging heritage.


Contestants competed in many of the traditional Lumberjack events including the axe throw, single and two man cross cut, double bucking cross cut, and pole climbing just to name a few.  Don’t forget the kids; one of the most popular events for the kids was the Treasure Hunt, where the little loggers would hunt for coins in a pile of sawdust.
     THE MARKET
Payson, Arizona is surrounded by the largest stand of Ponderosa Pine Forest in the World.  As of the census of 2000, there were 13,620 people, 5,832 households, and 4,070 families residing in the town.   The Town of Payson possesses a rich environment for events and activities.  Located only 75 miles from the 5th largest city in America (Metropolitan Area of Phoenix), Payson has over 300 days of sunshine and is usually 20 degrees cooler than Phoenix in the summer months, thus creating a great opportunity for tourism based activities and events.  Due to its yearly schedule of events and festivals Payson has been recognized as the “Festival Capital of Arizona”, and is trademarked with the State of Arizona Corporations Commission.  In 1884 its flagship event “The World’s Oldest Continuous Rodeo” began and has never missed a year.  It celebrated  its 125th year in 2009. Payson is also host to several other nationally recognized events, in 2010 it will host the FLW National Guard West Coast Championships.  And in 2010 Payson will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Arizona State Championship Fiddlers Contest.  
      KEY GOALS 
There are 3 main core objectives for the Payson Loggers Sawdust Festival.  

1. Create a draw for more tourists and increase local business activity.

2. Promote and encourage Payson’s logging heritage and increase exposure/vitality.
3. Become a stop on the national logger circuit (encourage regional and national exposure).

     KEY OBJECTIVES

1. Put on a great show 

2. Attract more business
3. Attract high quality contestants
4. Promote Payson/Rim Country 
5. Generate a positive economic impact on the community.



PICTURES OF LAST EVENTS
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