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Recently, the Town of Payson received communication(s) from residents

about taxes in Payson. I would like to take the opportunity to share some

information with the community about our local tax rate and structure. 

The Town of Payson has a base tax rate of 2.88%. Gila County has a rate of

1.0% and the State of Arizona has a rate of 5.6%. The total combined sales

tax rate in Payson is 9.48%. A recent survey was performed of the base

City/Town Transaction Privilege Tax (sales tax) rate and the tax rate on

food for home consumption, to compare the Town’s tax rate with similar

sized communities. The source of the data is the Arizona Department of

Revenue Tax Rate tables. The sample population included Arizona

communities with a population between 5,000 and 30,000 (2019 census). 

The average base sales tax rate for the 30 communities surveyed is 2.98%.

90% of the communities sampled also apply a tax on food for home

consumption; the vast majority apply their base sales tax to food, similarly

to Payson. The three communities surveyed that do not apply a tax on

food for home consumption are Kingman, Camp Verde and Sedona. 

In conclusion, the Payson tax rate is slightly below the average of 2.98%

base tax rate for the communities surveyed. Based on the survey

conducted, the tax rate for the Town of Payson is competitive with other

liked-sized communities in Arizona. Below are the survey results:

-Troy Smith, Town Manager
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PAYSON AIRPORT
2022 ‐ 2024 DBE PROGRAM
PAYSON, ARIZONA
 

The Town of Payson, Arizona hereby announces its proposed

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) participation goal of 1.98%

for FAA funded contracts/agreements. The proposed goal pertains to

federal fiscal years 2022 through 2024.

 

Comments on the DBE goal will be accepted for 30 days from the

date of this publication and can be sent to the following:

 

Sheila Deschaaf

Public Works Director, Town of Payson

303 N Beeline Highway

Payson, AZ 85541

(928) 472‐5037
Email: sdeschaaf@paysonaz.gov

 

AND

 

Shaun A. Bouy

DBE/ACDBE Compliance Specialist – Western Pacific Region

Office of Civil Rights

Federal Aviation Administration

U.S. Department of Transportation

777 S. Aviation Blvd, Suite 150

El Segundo, CA 90245
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DBE Program policy statement
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There is still a Forest Service type 1 helicopter, (Chinook) and a type 2

helicopter (HUEY) based at the airport. On Monday morning the Type 2

helicopter based at the airport was assigned to a new fire near Strawberry that

was started by lightning. This helicopter carries up to seven highly skilled

helitack firefighters that are trained to drop into rugged terrain fast lining

down ropes with their equipment. The helicopter can then deploy it's Bambi

Bucket and support the helitack crew on the ground by dropping water where

needed. This crew was able to control and extinguish the fire that day.

example of a 
Type 1 helicopter 

 

example of a 
Type 2 helicopter 

 

For more types of wildland aircrafts, visit the National Interagency Fire Center webpage.

http://www.paysonaz.gov/Speaker-Request-Form.html
https://www.nifc.gov/resources/aircraft


Community Health Improvement Plan 

The Town of Payson Community Development and Public Works

Departments has begun participating in the Gila County Community

Health Assessment & Community Health Improvement Plan update as a

community stakeholder. The kick-off meeting was held virtually on July

13, 2021.

The CHA/CHIP process provides a foundation for efforts to improve the

health of Gila County residents. It is a basis for setting priorities,

planning, program development, funding applications, policy changes,

coordination of community resources, and new ways to collaboratively

use community assets to improve the health of the population. This

plan is used by health and other governmental education and human

service agencies, in collaboration with community partners, to set

priorities and coordinate target resources. A CHIP is critical for

developing policies and defining actions to target efforts that promote

health. It should define the vision for the health of the community

through a collaborative process and should address strengths,

weaknesses, challenges, and opportunities that exist to improve the

health status of the community. 

Current and previous assessments and plans can be viewed here:

https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/health_and_emergency_servi

ces/index.php
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Town of Payson Energy Savings Contract 

The Town of Payson has received our second annual performance

report from McKinstry, our Energy Savings Contract partner. For the

second year in a row this effort has exceeded the anticipated savings by

$5,148 to equate to a total savings for the year of $64,961. The full report

documenting this year’s results will be available in the next report and

the details provided in a presentation during the August 12, 2021

Council meeting.
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TRANSIT GOVERNANCE STUDY

Gila County, through the CAG, commissioned a Transit Governance

Study in an effort to identify an institutional structure that will improve

coordination and connectivity within Gila County. The study will provide

a comprehensive guide for Gila County to enhance transit services and

design investment strategies that make best use of available federal,

state, regional, and local resources. The study will evaluate transit

governance models and recommend a framework to guide future

governance, management and implementation of public transportation

services in Gila County. The analysis will include recommendations on

how existing and future public transportation services can coordinate

and collaborate on service delivery as well as how the region should

manage, structure and oversee public transportation service

development.

In March, 2021, two virtual Workshops were held to obtain input to help

evaluate ways to govern existing and future transit systems in Gila

County. The “Stakeholder Workshop Summary” can be downloaded if

you would like to have a refresher of what was discussed. At the end of

those Workshops, the study team stated one final workshop would be

scheduled to present the Final Report and the recommendations. The

Final Report is currently in its final review stages. 

The final Workshop involving the Gila County Transit Governance Study

will be held virtually. 

WHEN: August 5, 2021 @ 10:00 AM

JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87186252279?

pwd=c1ZqN1YyMnFiSUM5cjcrT091NUFrdz09

MEETING ID: 871 8625 2279

PASSCODE: 351292

CALL-IN: 1 (877) 853-5257 (If no mic on device)

For more information about the Gila County Transit Governance Study,

please visit the Study’s webpage at:

http://cagaz.org/Departments/tpt/gilatransitstudy.html
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Beeline Bus ridership has been steadily increasing since the inception

of the transit routes in October of 2018. The COVID-19 pandemic took its

toll on the service. Until a month ago, there was a 3 person limit on the

number of riders on the bus at any one time. The bus is now back to full

capacity (9 riders). Saturday routes have been suspended since

December 2020. The program has been receiving a number of requests

to restart Saturday service. A driver has just been hired to fill this route,

and it is anticipated that the Saturday route will restart sometime in

August. Ridership has steadily been increasing month by month,

pandemic excluded. 

The Beeline Bus has started selling bus wraps again. This vital financing

tool was impacted by the pandemic as well. Businesses were

apprehensive about the unknowns, but advertising is now springing

back.

Financially, the bus line was blessed with CARES ACT monies to keep

things operational. Though the Town of Payson agrees to fund up to

$25,000 for the service annually, the Beeline Bus has not billed any of

their cooperative funding partners since CARES act funds were received

in early 2020. Some of this funding is still available and is being utilized

to help the bus line and partners bridge the gap until full advertising

revenues resume.
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“People need our services and we have been doing our best
to listen to their transportation needs. Hopefully there will be
a day that there are additional routes 7 days a week. We
continually get requests for Sunday transit.” 

Joanne Conlin, Payson Senior Center
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BEELINE RIDERSHIP REPORT FROM INCEPTION TO PRESENT 
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Sunken roadway and concrete repair on Heritage Ln. 
 

 



"B" State Girls Softball Tournament 
The Town of Payson partnered with USA Softball to host the annual "B" State

Girls Softball Tournament on July 10-11, 2021 at Rumsey Park. The

tournament hosted a total of 16 team from across the state of Arizona and

New Mexico. 
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Monday Night Lights Program at the Payson Multi-Event Center 
Monday Night Lights is a community outreach program held at Payson Event

Center held on Monday evenings from 6pm-8pm (pending special events).

This program provides the opportunity for community members to utilize

the main arena to school (exercise/train) their horses, exposing horses to

arena lights, flags, banners, sound systems or provide the space for

upcoming show/gymkhana preparation. The schedule is posted on

paysonrimcountry.com and on Facebook at Adventure Payson. 

Adventure Where We Live Shirts 

In collaboration with State Forty Eight, Adventure Where We Live t-shirts are available

for purchase at the Parks, Recreation, & Tourism Office.  Shirts at $20.00 per, limited

time only, available while supplies lasts!  Shirts will also be available for sale at the

Parks, Recreation, & Tourism booth at the local farmers market on Saturday, July 24

from 8am-12pm. 
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Concert Series - July 24, 2021 
The Summer Concert Series continues on Saturday, July 24, 2021 at Green

Valley Park from 7:00pm-9:00pm. Performing this Saturday will be the band,

Bonfire. Bonfire is a vintage country band, inspires by a mix of classic and

90's country, with a few "country-fied" rock and roll tunes. 
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ATTN: PAYSON BUSINESSES
The Town of Payson Parks, Recreation, & Tourism Department & Economic

Development are teaming up for a Business-Tourism Initiative to provide

our locals businesses with fun materials to pass along and create stronger

relationships with customers! These materials will be based on all of the

great things that the Payson area has to offer. We want to help you to

create an even stronger loyalty with each customer that visits!

To kick this off, the Town of Payson would like to provide you with QR

Code Stickers that can serve as a great resource and conversation starter

with your customers about Payson. This is a great way to introduce your

favorite adventures in the area, as well. These can be placed on your

tables, doors, registers, etc. to further enhance customer connection and

experience with you.

For more information contact Courtney Page, Economic Development

Specialist at econdev@paysonaz.gov or visit paysonbusiness.com and click

on “Business Resources”
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On Wednesday representatives from the FAA were in Payson to certify the

Distance Measuring Equipment (DME) - a radio frequency navigation system.

The DME will give Pilots another way to locate and land at the airport in

addition to GPS.

 

The Town of Payson coordinated with the Federal Aviation Administration to

construct a DME facility at the Town’s water storage tank site on Falconcrest

Drive to assist aircraft pilots locate the runway. Typically these installations are

placed on Airport Property but the Town’s tank site was found to be more

advantageous. When the DME equipment arrived it was colored with high

visibility orange and white paint. The Water Department coordinated with the

FAA to paint the facility a forest green color to blend in with the surroundings

and nearby tanks. Construction is now complete and the site is functional. 
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Update from Electrical Power Consultant 
 

An update on the Hoover program through June 2021. June results made

up for some earlier months with net savings of $5,581 which beat forecast

by $2,655. This month, the APS billing department corrected errors from

Feb, Apr and May bringing us back on track for annual profits of $15,143

by September.

 

Sincerely, 

Terry F. Urbine, PhD

Energy Analyst
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Finance Professionals Highlighted

Steve came to us from Delaware, after spending 22 years with New Castle

County Government in several positions, including Senior Financial

Officer. He has three grown children (two daughters and one son), and

four grandchildren (two of whom were born last month, just one week

apart). He has lived in Brazil, England and France, speaks fluent

Portuguese, and enjoys soccer (though his playing days are over!).

Steve has a Master’s Degree in Accounting from New York University

Stern School of Business. He has a wealth of experience in the financial

world of government and the private sector, with 38 years in accounting

operations, debt service, capital projects, auditing, analysis, investments,

and banking management.

He is excited to be a part of our beautiful Town of Payson, and looks

forward to new adventures in Rim Country and the State of Arizona.

 

We would like to give a warm welcome to our new Town Budget Analyst,

Steve Cunliffe. 
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End of Report

 

Next Report: August 12, 2021 
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