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This document is developed and provided to help inform residents about

what is happening with Town operations, services and programs; to

answer frequently asked questions; and to encourage citizen

participation in our local government. We aim to provide high quality

programs and services to our residents in an effort to create a high

quality of life. We welcome public comment and participation in the

governance of our town. Residents are encouraged to join a council

appointed board, commission or committee, speak at a council meeting

during the public comment period, or fill out an online comment form.

Town staff and I are honored to serve the residents of our town; we are

committed to excellence and welcome you all to join us in the spirit of

service.

-Troy Smith, Town Manager

http://www.paysonaz.gov/Speaker-Request-Form.html


On June 3rd officers of the Payson Police Department re-affirmed their

Oath of Office and Code of Ethics. This important ceremony is a

demonstration of the dedication and professionalism of the Payson

Police Department.

Our newest officer Karen Stephens started June 7th. She graduated

recently from the Northern Arizona Regional Training Academy.
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Arizona Department of Public Safety has a new method of accessing

the states crime statistics. Arizona Theme-Oriented Public Site (TOPS)

is a website designed to deliver up-to-date crime data in an

interactive format based on validated National Incident-Based

Reporting System (NIBRS) and Summary data sourced from the

Departments Crime Insight repository. You can access our NIBRS by

going to https://azcrimestatistics.azdps.gov/ and click on “Theme

Oriented Public Site (TOPS). There you can find our department, the

year we are wanting to look at and what “theme” we are looking for.           
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https://azcrimestatistics.azdps.gov/


Notable Cases:

On June 4th the Payson Police Department with the assistance of the

Gila County Sheriff’s Office and DPS, safely secured a residence and

the occupants without incident after a search warrant was granted

regarding drug distribution activity. 5 suspects were charged with

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Possession of Dangerous Drugs,

Possession of Narcotic Drugs and Marijuana Production. 
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White Amur Restocking

Did you know that Green Valley Lakes are stocked with fish that

clean up the aquatic weeds and algae growth? We utilize White

Amur (Triploid Grass Carp) as “biological vacuum cleaners” to help

reduce the aquatic vegetation overgrowth which can cause water

quality issues and harm other fish species in the lake.

Town personnel coordinate with the Arizona Game and Fish

Department (AZGFD) to manage the lakes for the optimum water

quality, fish habitat, and fishing opportunities. Part of that work

involves restocking the White Amur in the lakes. This year a bulk load

of fish were ordered from Arkansas by AZGFD and trucked to the

Phoenix area where they were distributed amongst the many users

in the state. We received total of fifty fish on June 14. (Twenty in Lake

1, Ten in Lake 2, and Twenty in the big Lake 3.) 

The fish are certified to be sterile so they cannot overtake the

habitat. Young fish have a voracious appetite and can eat the

equivalent of its body weight in a day. They can grow an average of

8-10 inches a year and end up around 4 feet long weighing up to 50

lbs. 

So, next time you’re in Green Valley Park, keep an eye out for the

“biological vacuum cleaners” as they do their work to keep our lakes

beautiful and clean. 
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The Gila County Fire Chiefs and their associated governing bodies

including the Town of Payson have recently approved an updated

mutual aid plan. Part of the updates are a new 2-digit numbering

system for all Gila County fire resources. These changes have

necessitated a renumbering of our Payson FD fire apparatus as well.

In virtually all cases, the change is made by dropping the last digit

from the current number. For example, E121 responding from Station

12 will change to E12. E111 from the Main Street Station 11 would

change to E11.

While this project did incur some costs, these changes and others in

the plan result in a uniform and consistent numbering system

county-wide increasing firefighting and Resident safety by

eliminating the possibility of identical unit numbers in different

organizations.
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Did you Know?Did you Know?

Payson Airport AWOSPayson Airport AWOS
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A significant factor for the operation of the Payson Airport is weather

conditions. The weather in the Payson area can change rapidly, so

knowing if there will be snow, hot temperatures, or strong winds can

be crucial to pilots making decisions about landing or taking off at

the airport.

The Payson Airport has an Automated Weather Observation System

(AWOS). The AWOS automatically collects and reports weather data

and conditions that pilots can obtain on their aircraft radio,

frequency 119.325.

The AWOS reports wind speed and direction, temperature, visibility,

dew point, and hourly precipitation.

The AWOS is inspected and maintained quarterly by a certified

technician and once a year by the FAA. (Federal Aviation

Administration) 
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Andrew Jackson started on May 31, 2022, as the Street Operations

Manager. Andrew comes to the Town with 18 years of public sector

experience as a storm water and heavy equipment operator in Utah,

a public works manager in Oregon, and a road and bridges assistant

director in Idaho. Andrew says he is thankful to be living south of the

40th parallel with the freedom to finally enjoy winter. He was home-

schooled as a boy and has an abiding love for the lore, culture and

history of the American West. Andrew has been described as a

player’s coach and a patriot and public servant. Andrew wants to

express his gratitude to be offered this opportunity with Payson.



We are pleased to present the updated Town of Payson website

(www.paysonaz.gov). The new site has a modern look with the same

great information as the previous site! 

It is our goal to have a user friendly website with easy to find

information for our citizens. We ask for everyone’s patience as it will

take up to 3 weeks for Google to reindex the new site before

searches are seamless again. We also encourage citizens to let us

know if they find any broken links or are unable to find information

so staff can address the issue. Please email topweb@paysonaz.gov

with any comments or suggestions. 

The previous email notification system did not integrate with the

new site so citizens will need to re-sign up for email notifications for

agendas, job postings, news and events. To sign up again  go to this

page on the new website

https://www.paysonaz.gov/community/enotification. 
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End of Report

 

Next Report: July 14, 2022 
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