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This document is developed and provided to help inform residents
about what is happening with Town operations, services and
programs; to answer frequently asked questions; and to encourage
citizen participation in our local government. We aim to provide high
quality programs and services to our residents in an effort to create a
high quality of life. We welcome public comment and participation in
the governance of our town. Residents are encouraged to join a
council appointed board, commission or committee, speak at a council
meeting during the public comment period, or fill out an online
comment form. Town staff and I are honored to serve the residents of
our town; we are committed to excellence and welcome you all to join
us in the spirit of service.

-Troy Smith, Town Manager

http://www.paysonaz.gov/Speaker-Request-Form.html
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Recently, the Police Department made a change to how its police cars are upfitted
with all of the equipment that gets installed into the cab of our new cars, including
radios, weapons mounts, and computer technology. Airwave Communications was
selected as the vendor to upfit all our new patrol vehicles. We have received a lot
of positive feedback from other law enforcement agencies about our upfit design,
in fact, one of our new squad cars was showcased at the State Police Chief’s
Conference by Airwave Communications last week. 

Did you know that all of the traffic signals throughout Payson are the responsibility
of ADOT? Motorist should anticipate traffic delays while the pavement
maintenance project is complete on Hwy 87 and Green Valley Parkway, especially
on Friday and Sunday evenings.
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Payson Police Officer Jeffrey Dean has successfully completed the
requirements to become AZ Post Certified and is our newest AZ Peace
Officer for the Payson Police Department. (Pictured from left to right:
Detective Keith, Officer Dean, OfficerMeza, Sergeant Davies).

 
 

Notable Cases 

One of our officers pulled a vehicle over in a nearby business in the 700 block of
AZ Highway 260 for a traffic violation. The driver of the vehicle barricaded himself
in the vehicle, refusing to come out or comply with the officers directions. After 2
hours of successful negotiations, the subject was taken into custody without
incident or injury.
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During these times of water scarcity, the Payson Water Department proactively
plans and manages its water resources portfolio. Historic data trends from multiple
sources indicate that Payson is well positioned to deliver water to its customers
even amidst this severe drought. 
Water department staff routinely keep up to date with United States Geological
Survey hydrologic data to develop an informed understanding of the C.C. Cragin
surface water in storage as shown in the graph below. Based on the graph, water
storage at the C.C. Cragin reservoir typically replenishes to above 80% of capacity,
50% of the time. This observation allows water staff to assume that about every
other year the C.C. Cragin water allotment should be near 3000 acre-feet, which
overall eases the department’s ongoing effort to deliver a reliable water supply. 
Due to the startup of the water replenishment program in 2019, water levels in
wells have rose 30 to 200 feet. This groundwater replenishment has enabled the
water department to use the stored surface water during times when C.C. Cragin
water allotment is small due to decreased C.C. Cragin storage years. 
In addition, the department is beginning to develop a methodology to forecast C.C.
Cragin storage levels, based on snow depth levels measured in the C.C. Cragin
watershed. The data are published by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
every two weeks beginning in January and ending in April every year. 
These efforts help the Payson Water Department to make informed water
management decisions based on real-time water resources data during a time
when water supply reductions are on-going in Arizona.  
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Parks, Recreation and Tourism would like to highlight our annual Payson Senior
Softball Classic Tournament. Kudos to our Recreation Coordinator, Justin Hewitt,
and Recreation Assistant, Mike Losicco, for their roles in organizing such a great
tournament. 

The two division winners were: Sun City Rockets and AZ Ancients.
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O n  S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  t h e  l o c a l  E A A  ( E x p e r i m e n t a l
A i r c r a f t  A s s o c i a t i o n )  C h a p t e r  8 1 0  s p o n s o r e d  a n o t h e r  Y o u n g
E a g l e s  D a y  a t  t h e  P a y s o n  A i r p o r t .

T h e  Y o u n g  E a g l e s  p r o g r a m  o f f e r s  f r e e  f l i g h t s  f o r  y o u t h  a g e s  8
t h r o u g h  1 7 .  T h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  s t a r t e d  b y  t h e  E A A  t o  i n s p i r e
y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o  b e c o m e  p i l o t s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n
a v i a t i o n .  S a t u r d a y ' s  e v e n t  w a s  a  s u c c e s s  w i t h  o v e r  5 0
p a r t i c i p a n t s  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  f l i g h t  i n  a n  a i r p l a n e .  T h e  P a y s o n
E A A  C h a t e r  8 1 0  i s  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w  m e m b e r s  t h a t  h a v e  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  a v i a t i o n .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  T o m  W e s t  a t
6 0 2  6 2 6 - 4 3 0 8 .

A n o t h e r  f u n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  P a y s o n  A i r p o r t  o n
S a t u r d a y  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  9 : 0 0 a m  t o  3 : 0 0 p m .  V o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  t h e
P P A  ( P a y s o n  P i l o t s  A s s o c i a t i o n )  a n d  t h e  E A A  ( E x p e r i m e n t a l
A i r c r a f t  A s s o c i a t i o n )  w i l l  b e  h e l p i n g  t h e  T o w n  o f  P a y s o n  w i t h
t h i s  y e a r ' s  A e r o f a i r .  T h e  e v e n t  i s  F R E E  a n d  w i l l  f e a t u r e  F o o d
T r u c k s ,  A i r c r a f t  D i s p l a y s ,  T a l k  w i t h  P i l o t s ,  F l i g h t  S i m u l a t o r s ,
E d u c a t i o n a l  D i s p l a y s  a b o u t  a i r c r a f t  a n d  a i r p o r t s  a n d  m u c h
m o r e .  M a r k  S a t u r d a y  O c t o b e r  2 2 n d  o n  y o u r  c a l e n d a r  f o r  a  d a y
o f  F U N  a t  t h e  P a y s o n  A i r p o r t  A e r o f a i r .
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W h a t  d o  m o n s o o n  r a i n s  a n d  w a r m  t e m p e r a t u r e s  m e a n  t o  t h e
P a y s o n  A i r p o r t ?  I t  i s  t i m e  t o  m o w  g r a s s  a n d  w e e d s .  O n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s a f e t y  j o b s  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  i s  m o w i n g  o f  t h e
a r e a s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r u n w a y  a n d  t a x i w a y .  C o n t r o l  o f  w i l d l i f e  a t
t h e  a i r p o r t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  i n  t h e  a i r  a b o v e  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e
s a f e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t .

T h e  a i r p o r t  i s  h o m e  t o  r a b b i t s  a n d  g r o u n d  s q u i r r e l s .  E a g l e s  a n d
h a w k s  p r e y  o n  t h e  r a b b i t s  a n d  s q u i r r e l s .  B o t h  t h e  s m a l l  a n i m a l s
o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  t h e  b i r d s  i n  t h e  a i r  c a n  c a u s e  s e r i o u s
d a m a g e  t o  a n  a i r c r a f t .  J o h n  A d o l p h ,  A i r p o r t  O p e r a t i o n s ,  s p e n d s
m o s t  o f  h i s  t i m e  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  t h e s e  d a y s  m o w i n g .  S t u d i e s  h a v e
s h o w n  t h a t  t h e  p e r f e c t  h e i g h t  f o r  g r a s s  a t  a n  a i r p o r t  i s  f o u r
i n c h e s .  A t  t h i s  h e i g h t  t h e  g r a s s  i s  t a l l  e n o u g h  t o  h e l p  f i g h t
e r o s i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l s .  F o u r  i n c h e s  i s  s h o r t  e n o u g h  n o t  t o  g i v e
p r o t e c t i v e  c o v e r  f o r  s m a l l  a n i m a l s  f r o m  t h e  e a g l e s  a n d  h a w k s
a b o v e .  S o ,  i f  w e  c a n  k e e p  t h e  g r a s s  a t  o r  b e l o w  f o u r  i n c h e s ,  w e
h a v e  a  n a t u r a l  w a y  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e
a i r p o r t .  W i t h  n o  r a b b i t s  o r  s q u i r r e l s  t o  e a t ,  t h e  e a g l e s  a n d
h a w k s  g o  e l s e w h e r e  t o  f i n d  a  m e a l .  N o w  y o u  k n o w  w h y  J o h n  i s
a l w a y s  m o w i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n s o o n  s e a s o n .
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