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Sharing the history of Payson! 
So much has happened in our wonderful hometown over the years. We
want to begin sharing the history of our community through pictures
each month! We are excited to share what we have, but we would love
for you all to comment or message us with photos that you have that
highlight the history of our town. We want to see everything from the
beginning all the way into the 80s and 90s, including people, places,
and events that have built our culture! Send your photos to Hannah at
adminpr@paysonaz.gov. We can't wait to see what you share!

-Troy Smith, Town Manager
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On April 2, 2024 the Payson Town Council had the honor of
participating in a joint meeting hosted by the Tonto Apache Tribal
Council, alongside our neighbors the Star Valley Town Council. 

It was an incredible opportunity to collaborate with our partners and
neighbors for the betterment of our entire region.

The meeting was intended to provide an opportunity for the
Council’s to share information, provide updates, and continue the
relationship that exists between the three government policy boards.

A big thank you to Chairman Calvin Johnson for graciously hosting us
and facilitating such productive discussions. The meeting was a
testament to the power of unity and cooperation in tackling common
challenges and pursuing shared goals.

As we look to the future, we are filled with hope and determination.
Together, we are laying the groundwork for a stronger, more
resilient community where everyone can thrive. 
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Dispatcher Receives Critical Response Award

On April 1, 2024, at their monthly dispatch meeting, Dispatcher Bessie Watson
was presented the Critical Response Award. This award was through the Payson
Police Department Awards Committee, a committee which is made up of civilian
and sworn staff who evaluate nominations received by co-workers and the
public for Payson Police Department employees who go above and beyond in
their duties to their communities. 

In this case, on November 4, 2023, Dispatcher Watson answered a 911 call
where a male subject was having a heart attack on the Fossil Creek Road.
During the call, the male could barely speak, and Dispatcher Watson stayed on
the phone with him during this entire ordeal, over 40 minutes, to continue to
get additional information including updating his status with responding
emergency medical services (Pine Strawberry Fire Department) until they were
able to arrive on scene and begin rendering aid. This type of dedication to the
community often goes unnoticed but should be acknowledged. Congratulations
Dispatcher Watson
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Pickleball Court Resurfacing – scheduled to begin April 15 

The 4 Pickleball courts and the Tennis court on the lower portion of the court area
in Rumsey Park is scheduled for resurfacing starting April 15th. This process is
slated to be a three-week process; however, weather may dictate the timeline as
the temperature must be consistently above 50 degrees for the coating to properly
seal. The courts will be scraped to bare concrete to repair the cracks and problem
areas prior to recoating. Resurfacing will protect against wear from regular use, will
provide a more attractive playing space, and most importantly, will be a much safer
surface for players. We appreciate the community’s patience as we work to improve
these well-utilized courts.
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Splash Pad Groundbreaking Ceremony 

On Tuesday, April 2nd at 3pm, amidst the buzz of anticipation, the Town of Payson
gathered at the Green Valley Park playground for the groundbreaking ceremony for
the eagerly awaited Splash Pad project. Community members, local officials, and
excited children listened as Mayor Higgins expressed gratitude for the collaborative
effort and enthusiasm for the future recreational amenity. Town Council Members
ceremoniously kicked off the construction of the project, breaking ground with
golden shovels and tossing wood chips in the air with joy! 
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Thank you to everyone who came out to the Eggstravaganza! 

The Parks and Recreation team is grateful to the Kiwanis club of Payson, Steve
Miller Autoworks, and Edward Jones for partnering with us to provide over 7,000
eggs for our youth. The Easter Bunny made a guest appearance and was seen
frolicking around Rumsey Park. We can’t wait to have more eggs and more fun next
year! 🐰🐣🌷  Remember to share photos with us using #playpayson 
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Join us for the 2024 NIRA College Rodeo at the Payson Event Center!  

Experience the excitement of the Grand Canyon Regional Finals with top rodeo
talent from the southwest. From bull riding to barrel racing, it's a weekend packed
with thrills! Plus, enjoy delicious refreshments from our beer garden and browse
through a variety of vendors on site.

NIRA College Rodeo
Dates: April 27th - 28th 
Time: Gates open at 1:00pm
Admission: $15 adults; $5
ages 6-17; under 5 free

Don't miss out on the fun – grab
your tickets at the gate and saddle
up for a wild ride!

Important Notice: In compliance
with Arizona state liquor laws,
we're implementing a clear bag
policy for this event. Small
women's clutches will be
permitted. Help us keep the fun
rolling smoothly by adhering to
this policy.
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Registration is now open for Youth T-Ball & Coach Pitch! The season will begin
on June 1st, 2024 and continue on Saturdays through July 20th. 

T-Ball is open for 4-5 year olds and Coach Pitch is for 6-8 year olds. Registration
closes on May 9th, so make sure you register now!

You can find more details and register online at:
https://apps.daysmartrecreation.com/dash/x/#/online/payson/programs

If you have any questions or want to register in person, please call Payson Parks
and Recreation at 928-472-5110 or stop by our office at 1000 W. Country Club Dr.,
Payson, AZ.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.daysmartrecreation.com%2Fdash%2Fx%2F%23%2Fonline%2Fpayson%2Fprograms&data=05%7C02%7CHStanley%40paysonAZ.gov%7Ca473bd7be5c742b0342208dc54ef4196%7C54a5a07d9daf43ffa2638fdbe83d7a88%7C0%7C0%7C638478635710545129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nrLx8bFhCRbD2u1JU%2BSVR9N%2Bi3LHJQ89yJCrKLCbIc4%3D&reserved=0


The building department issued 57 permits for the month of March and closed out 34
permits with a final inspection.   Continuing with the building department, here are
some more frequently asked questions.

1.When do I need a building permit?
You will need to obtain a building permit when you construct, add to, or alter a
building. There are a few exceptions to this rule, however, we recommend that you
first contact the building department before you trust the word of a friend or
neighbor regarding when a permit is required. A simple phone call can save a lot of
time as well as expense. 

2. How long does it take to get a building permit?
The initial review for a single-family residential or duplex project is 10 business days.
If corrections are required, there will be a five-day minimum backcheck period for
subsequent reviews. Additional charges will be required for the third review. When
plans are approved, the applicant will be notified with the amount of the permit fees.

Timeframes for commercial projects are longer as commercial projects are typically
more complicated to review and the plan requirements are more stringent.
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Turnaround timeframes for commercial
projects initially are 20 days for new projects,
and 10 days for interior remodels. Subsequent
reviews are completed in ½ the time as the
original review timeframes.There are
exceptions for very large commercial projects,
however, these are typically rare in Payson. 

3. Will you call me when the plans have
been reviewed and are ready to be picked
up?
You will receive a phone call or an email when
the plans have been reviewed stating that the
permit is ready, or that corrections are needed,
with the amount of the permit fees, if the
project is ready to permit. 



4.  How much is a building permit?
A Building permit is determined by the valuation per square foot in addition to the
plan review fees (cost of staff to conduct a plan review of the project for code
compliance) for most projects. Some small projects are determined as a percentage
of the construction value of the project being permitted. This is why it is helpful that
the value is listed online located on the permit application for the project. staff can
provide a permit cost estimate upon request. 

5. When do I call for inspections? 
Inspections are typically required to be requested by the owner or contractor prior to
concealing any type of construction process from view, or just prior to putting a piece
of equipment into use, such as an electrical panel. To call for an inspection, please dial
928-472-5032, or 928-472-5030. If you are uncertain whether you are at a point where
an inspection is needed, please call. Staff are here to assist. 

6. What inspections do I need?
This depends on the type of project that you are permitting. This information will be
provided on your permit card that you will receive when you permit your project. If
you keep in mind that you need to call for inspection before covering or concealing
anything, you should be fine. Again, if you have questions, please don’t hesitate to
reach out to our staff at the numbers provided in the previous paragraph. Our helpful
and knowledgeable staff will be happy to assist.  
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7. How long is a permit valid?
A building Permit is valid for 12 months. However, if no
inspections are called for in the first 6 months, or if work
ceases for any six-month period in that first 12 months, the
permit will also expire. If substantial progress has been
made, the original permit has not expired, and the project
is not being lived in, the Building Official may extend a
building permit upon written request for an additional six
months, giving 18 months for the initial permit to be valid
from the date that the permit was issued. If it is
determined that a renewal fee is to be charged, it will be
based on the amount of work that has been completed on
the date that the renewal is requested. R A Y  L A H A Y E ,  

C H I E F  B U I L D I N G  O F F I C I A L



Granite Dells Road Improvements

Utility work for the Granite Dells Road Improvements is scheduled to begin the
week of April 22, 2024. Apache Underground has been hired by the Town to
complete installation of all water mains, storm drains and manhole adjustments
required for this project.

During the project, work will be occurring along various segments of Granite Dells
Road between SR-260 and Mud Springs Road. The contractor will be required to
provide access to local residences and businesses; however, there will be periods
of time that the road will be closed to through traffic. Residents living south of SR-
260 and east of Beeline Highway are encouraged to use alternate routes during
construction. Mud Springs Road and the roundabout at Granite Dells Road and
Mud Springs Road will remain open to through traffic during construction.

Access to the following businesses will be restricted as follows:

Mt. Cross Lutheran Church: Access will be available from SR-260. During
construction, access from Granite Dells Road will be intermittent.
Speedway: Access will be available from SR-260. During construction, access
from Granite Dells Road will be intermittent.
Safeway and adjacent businesses in the 200 block of SR-260: Access will be
available from S. Goodnow Road and SR-260. During construction, access from
Granite Dells Road will be intermittent. Upon completion of construction,
access from Granite Dells Road will be limited to right turns into and right turns
out of the driveway on Granite Dells Road.

As additional information becomes available related to the Contractor’s schedule it
will be provide via the Town’s website, social media, and the local press.
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Embark on an adventure with Beeline Bus during Adventure Payson Month this
May! We're thrilled to announce that we'll be hosting two Free Ride Fridays, on
May 17th and May 31st. It's an excellent opportunity to discover the wonders of
our area while embracing eco-friendly transportation. By hopping aboard for
free, you're not only reducing your carbon footprint but also making it simpler
for both locals and tourists to immerse themselves in the myriad activities and
events happening throughout the month. Don't miss out – mark your calendars
and join us for a memorable journey on Free Ride Friday!
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Looking to breeze through your daily commute with ease? Look no further than
Beeline Bus, your trusted transportation partner! With our commitment to
reliability, comfort, and sustainability, we're here to make your journey
smoother than ever.

 Let's take a closer look at our ridership data:

 2022: The Payson Senior Center proudly served hundreds of passengers each
month, providing convenient transportation options to meet the Town of
Payson and surrounding area’s needs in Rim Country.
2023: Our ridership soared even higher, with more individuals choosing Beeline
Bus as their preferred mode of travel. From bustling city streets to serene
suburban routes, we're proud to connect communities across the region.
 2024: While specific data for the full year isn't available, early indicators
suggest that Beeline Bus continues to be a top choice for commuters seeking
convenience and comfort.
 At Beeline Bus, we're not just about getting you from point A to point B – we're
about enhancing your entire journey. With our spacious seating, on-time
arrivals, and commitment to cleanliness, you can sit back, relax, and enjoy the
ride.
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Why choose Beeline Bus?

 Reliability: Count on us to get you where you need to go, when you need to be
there. Our dependable service ensures that you never have to worry about
missing an appointment or being late for work.

 Comfort: Say goodbye to cramped cars and stressful traffic jams. With Beeline
Bus, you'll enjoy a comfortable ride every time, complete with ample legroom
and panoramic views of our beautiful rural mountain town we call home.

 Sustainability: By choosing Beeline Bus, you're not just choosing convenience –
you're choosing sustainability. Join us in reducing carbon emissions and
preserving the planet for future generations.

Ready to experience the Beeline Bus difference for yourself? Hop aboard today
and discover why we're the preferred choice for commuters everywhere!

For route information, schedules, and more, visit our website at
https://www.paysonaz.gov/community/beeline-bus 

or follow us on social media 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557690315911&mibextid=LQQJ4d
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.paysonaz.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fbeeline-bus&data=05%7C02%7CHStanley%40paysonAZ.gov%7Ca66b2ede2285450c373808dc54d0dcc5%7C54a5a07d9daf43ffa2638fdbe83d7a88%7C0%7C0%7C638478503250671060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=07TfR8PIMdOl%2B2gZFBRdxC8C377A3TL07fuhjEwaf%2B0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D61557690315911%26mibextid%3DLQQJ4d&data=05%7C02%7CHStanley%40paysonAZ.gov%7Ca66b2ede2285450c373808dc54d0dcc5%7C54a5a07d9daf43ffa2638fdbe83d7a88%7C0%7C0%7C638478503250680041%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r9iHBAPbL8g%2BJNzEfmClQue4KZaSwjBWjqXjRB2RG98%3D&reserved=0
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New groundwater quality laws are prompting the Payson Water Dept. to take
action to equip its water system to meet new federal guidelines for PFAS/PFOA
chemicals. These chemicals are man-made, and have been termed “forever
chemicals” for their resistance to chemically breaking down over time. 

To address the new EPA-established, proposed maximum contaminant levels
(MCL) for PFAS/PFOA, the Town of Payson Water Dept. has been busy devising
a plan to equip wells with additional/increased pumping capacity at well sites
that test below the proposed MCLs for PFAS/PFOA. On the week of March 4th
the Water Dept converted one of its injection wells to an aquifer storage and
recovery (ASR) well. This conversion allows the Water Dept. to not only inject CC
Cragin water at this well site but also enables the production of groundwater at
the same well site.  

Additionally, in accordance with the Water Dept.’s partnership with the Arizona
Department of Enviromental Quality (ADEQ), on the week of March 11th the
Water Dept. removed the pumping equipment from one of its aquifer storage
and recovery (ASR) wells. This particular well was taken out of service last
August after PFAS/PFOA contaminants were identified in groundwater at this
ASR well site in exceedance of the US EPA’s proposed MCLs. This work is part of
the ADEQ’s pilot testing program to assess and inform the construction of a
PFAS/PFOA removal system at this particular ASR well site. ADEQ will install a
sampling pump, to further characterize the groundwater at the site to inform
the needs for the treatment system.

After the ASR valve and the pump were removed from the well, Water Dept.
staff video-logged the well to inspect the condition of the casing. Through the
video log footage, it was determined that the well casing is in good condition
and is cased from surface to about 555 feet. Below 555 feet the well is open-
borehole in the Payson granite
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R e m o v i n g  c o l u m n  p i p e  f r o m  w e l l

S u b m e r s i b l e  p u m p  r e m o v a l

O p e n  c a s i n g  s l o t s  ( 6 0 - 5 5 5  f e e t )

O p e n  b o r e h o l e  ( 5 5 5 - 7 4 5  f e e t )
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End of Report
Next Report: April 24, 2024 
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